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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, s.w- 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should mot impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mino* or . 

disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is pdcuIarly sensitive to any p&x increase fbr pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, W o f  the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Re-paid calling cards are’s0 prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers bostage, w e  should 
not be faced with rising telephone servioe costs as well, Jn particular, many low-iucorne 
households who are on fixsd inccunes depend entirely upon prepaid serviw because thcy wet 
meet the credit rating or he@ deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls fiom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay ‘LconneCfed” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointmemts that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the Iwgest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for comnmer inter& over co*orate gain by keepimg 
affordable prepaid calling c a r d s  a priority. 

Sincerely, n., -h 

ccs: Tommissioner Michael Copus 
commissioner ~athlehl AGITK~~~ 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Con gressperson 
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July 7,2004 

C h a h a n  Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No- 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

!a019 

The FCC should not impom new access charges anddkes upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase tbe cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or , 

disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their connnunities., 
' 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use tbem. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. PtGpaid calling CaTdS are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already balding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as Well. In particuIar, many low-income 
households who are on fixes incomes depend entjxtly upon prepaid service because tlhey cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon Mire 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can malce calls fi-om pqpboncs or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. W e  can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appoinunents that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fixs on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the 1- beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stnnd up for mnsumer bitereats oyer &*rate gain by keeping 
nffordable prepaid d a g  cards a priority. 

Sincerely, I 

Commissioner Kevin Martiu 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 15,2004 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Carolyn Conyers 
Office of Commissioner Copps 
Federal Communications Commission 
202-41 8-2800 v 202-418-2802 f 

Penny Alberg 
AT&T 
202-457-2261 v 202-457-3205 f 

Meeting with Commissioner Copps 

The purpose of this memo is to request time on Commissioner Copps’ calendar. AT&T 
respectfully requests a meeting as soon as possible with Bob Quinn and Joan Marsh, both 
of AT&T, to discuss the TRO interim rules. 

Please call me at your earliest convenience to discuss this request. 

Thank you, 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost’telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tash, from looking for B job or affordable housing to stayingin, 
touch with f e l y  and fiiends. But pending befme the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately hanning millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

T understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state?’ a-ss &arges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fmed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary b subsmibe to focal 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid callmg cards to stay coantcted at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only optlon available - witbout them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left withour accoess to telephone sm’ce. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling Mrds will directly harm individuals who can Ieast afford prkk increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying &e utility of calling cards to disadvantaged oonsumers. Allowing ~e large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even wbm they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially I& affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refkse to impose new access cbatges and fees on prepaid calling card 
sewices. 

ccs: C mmissioner Micbael Copps 
ommissioner Kathleen Abernathy 

C o d s i o n e r  Kevin Martin 

Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

P Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
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July 7,2004 

Chaikan Michael Powell 
Federal Communications'Cornmission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, fj-om looking for a job or afTordable housing to staying in. 
touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationyide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state'y access charges and other k s  on 
certain prepaid calling cafd services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fad incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subsmie to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. . 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the onty option available - witbout them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price o f  prepaid 
calling cards will directly ham individuals wbo can least afford price hcrcascs. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to CoUtCt such charges, even when thcy do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan AdeIsteh 
senazoi 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 . 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dcar Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost~telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, ftom looking for a job or afFordable housing to staying in, 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying %-state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calJing card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or tbose 
establishing a credit himry, bank accounts and other means n e c e s s q  to subscriie to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a,rcsulf prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many oonsurners 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raibjng tbe prfce ofprepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying tbe utility of calling car& to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companjes to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these sewices substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refhse to impose new access charges and fees' on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner KathIeen Abernatby 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th s.treet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  IDOckCt NO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fces upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of J A b o  househoIds use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used pepaid cards. Re-paid calling cards ate so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumem hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, m y  law-income 
households who are on fad incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hef€y deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of h i l y  members and neighbors. We  an use these cards to stay “Gonnected’’ as w e  look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable drat the FCC would impose new chargb and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stnnd np for mummer interests over cokporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  cprda a priority, 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Katbleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin . 

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

C b a h a n  Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
4-45 12th Street, S.W. 
Washingtan, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay h touch in their mmmuuities. 

The Latino community is partirmlarly sensitive to any price increase for p-paid  calling caids, 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the housebalds with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. h -pa id  calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fnsed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In pdculat, many low-income 
households who are OR frxed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid m i c e  because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone cornpauies insist upon before 
getting a pbone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. W e  can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would hposc new charg& and hes on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand np for consumer S~brebs over coipOrate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Shcerelv. 

' 

iR ccs: Commissioner Michael Covps 
Commissimcr KathIeen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Mahn 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fkes upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase ae cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards, 
approximately 43% of Latho households use them. Indeed, balf of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used pepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fnrd and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In partjcuIar, many law- inme 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they canndt 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that local phone oompanies iusist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, conssumefs can make calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "Conntcted" as we look fbr 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other dai- appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it un-ble that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be thekrgest btneficiaries of su& 
charges. Tbe FCC sbodd stnnd up far mmumer hte& mer coiporste @a by keepiug 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. ' 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Katblsen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin . 
Commissioner Jonathan AdeIstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell. 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 . 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman PoweI1, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
servjces. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college studeats and military 
families rely upon calling a d  services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumem do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fricnds. Tbese cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvmtaged mas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the pdccs of  these cards increase. Prepaid callmg wds am 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the PCC will do if it inflicts new t'in-sta&' access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would b e l  directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bearit 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companles Will substantially increeise the per 
minute charges on pre-pddcalls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communides gain 
fiom these services. PIease stop any e f f i  to raise rates on American c x m n  and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. ' 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on preps 
services. 

1 calling car 

Minorities, low-income families, senior ci thns,  immigrants, college students and m i h y  
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs, Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone ' 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fiends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers titerally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to conmmm groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely wbat the FCC will do if it inflicts new uin-state" access cbarges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards, The fees would fhnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fhll squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially hcttasc the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and 0th~ communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to mise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and otbcr f-s. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps . 

Conimissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman ’Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street¶ S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 . 

RE: W C  Docket No- 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid callmg w d  
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, hrnigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety ofneeds. Many ofthese consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accomts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
servim For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to makc phone calk to look for a job, f i r  affordable housing, makt a doctar’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards ofXir 00nvtnIence and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or chat.gts. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected Sthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to mnsumer groups because they are an affordable ahematw ’ etoregularand 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on prepaid cards. Tbe fets would funntl dinctly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other cammlmities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise ratcs on Amtrican conrmmers and h i d e  that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charge and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathlcen Abmathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senatbr 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 121h Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
servjces. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services far a variety ofneeds. Many ofthese consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for I o d  telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look fior a job, fix affordable housing, make a dootor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with f i  and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers Merally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices ofthese cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to cousumet groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state'' ECCCSS charges 
and otber fecs on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that c a ~ l  least &rd to 
bear it 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase &e per 
minute charges on prepaid calls,jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subjtd to the exorbitant new access charges and other faes. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th S m  S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  DockeiNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing io  ask that the FCC not impose 1 
services, 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citiu 
families rely upon calling card services for a 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the n: 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for d 
stay in touch with family snd fiends. These 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In econc 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these 
indispensable to consumer groups because tk 
wireless telephone services- 

But such price hikes are precisely what the F 
and other fees on pre-pakl cards. l lw f e s  w 
compmies while the burden would fall squar 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid i o  local le11 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizin 
fiom these sewices. Please stop acry efforttc 
these services are not subject to the exorbb  

sincereiy, 

ew hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 

ns, immigrants, college students and miIitary 
rariety of needs. Many of tbese consumqs do not 
eans to pay a large deposit for local telephone ' 
may be the only option they have to stay connected 
Fbrdable housmg, make a doctor's appointment, or 
:ards o f k  ccmvm*ence and prediotablc cast, as 
mlcally disadvantaged arcas, consumers literally 
ards increase. Prepaid calhg cards are 
y are an afbdable abnat ive to regular and 

:C will do if it inflicts new "in-state." access charges 
~uld fiuyrel directly to large local telephone . 
:ly upon those consumers that can least afford to 

phone companies will substantially increase the per 
; the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
t new access charges and other fees. 
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July 7,2004 

rm 012 

Chairman Michael Powell . 
Federal Communications Commission ' 

445 12th SlJeeh S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 . 

RIE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden chargcs and fkes on prepaid calling card 
servjces. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, higrants,  college studepts and militmy 
families rely upon calIing card servkes for a variety of needs. Many of these consumsrs do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit fbr local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, fix afkrdable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch wih family and fXends. These cards offa convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden h s  or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are M affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless tdephone smices. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and otber fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to Iarge local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those c~nsumers that can least m6rd to 
bear it. 

Adding accws charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the bend* ];adno and other oommunities gam 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American oansumers and decide tbat 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and d e r  fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commjssioncr Kathleen Abematby 
Cammissioner Kcvin Martin 
Commissioner J O M ~ ~ ~ I I  Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Pear Chairman Powell, 

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden char& and fees on prepaid c d h g  card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior cjtizens, immigrants, college students and militay 
families rely upon calling card services for a w-e ty  of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
bave a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone ’ 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housmg, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with fami€y and friends. Tbese cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fe ts  or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, conmuxlers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
mdkpensable to consumer groups because they are aa &ordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts ncw “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large 1 0 4  telephone 
companies whiIe the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least &rd to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefii Latino and other communities gain 
&om thcsc services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and otber fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am &g to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
S e r v i c e s .  

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military . 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many ofthese consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable bowing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with h i l y  and friends. These cnrds off= convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are 00 hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards am 
indispensable to consumer p u p s  because dey are an &mdabIe dtematiw to regular and 
wireless tdephone servicts. 

. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC MI1 do if it inflidts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pie-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companl’es while the bwdea would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least mord to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the bef i t s  Latino and ather communities gain 
fiom thcsc services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

n 

ccs: Commissioner MichaeJ Copps 
Commissioner Kathfetn Abmathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 

, Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Military personnel stationed in the U.S. and all over the world rely heavily upon low-cost 
telecommunications services to keep in touch with family and fiiends back home. But pending 
before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce new charges and fees on these cards that we 
depend upon to stay ccmnected, immediately harming thc tens of thousands of American service 
men and women stationed worldwide. 

I undexstand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on 
cemin prepaid calling card senrices. American sewice personnel, particularly those who move 
frequently, rely upon these prepaid calIing cards to keep in touch with their families at set, 
affordable rates. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, military personnel 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who are most in need of vital phone service to keep 
their loved ones within reach. 

Imposing in-state chaiges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards for our service men and women. Please look out for our 
military personnel and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prcpaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs; Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernnthy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Coinmissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2006 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DockCt NO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Kyou 
move to i n m ~  the cost of  these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities.. 

The Latino community i s  partjculwly sensitive to any price increase fof pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards am so prevalemt m part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, w e  should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fmed incomes depend ‘kxxtkedy upon prepaid s d o e  because they cannot 
mekt the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local. phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphwes or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can .use these cards to stay “connected” as w e  look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unhaghable that the PCC would impose new charges and fees on tbese cards. 
Some ofthc nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over wipomte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sincerely, “r.-GM -Te’ILi6 
ccs: Commis ione hael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen A & d y  
Coruqhsioner Kevin Martin 
Commissiooer Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th Sb-eek S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citiZens, immigrants, collegc students and military 
families rely upon calling card sewices for a variety of needs. Many ofthese consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit fat local telephone 
scrvice. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, fix &fordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, BS 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer p u p s  because they are an afhdable altermive to  regula^ and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price h l e s  are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would h n e l  directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those cOnsumers that can least Sard to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase baa per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the bcncfrts Latino and other communities gain 
l k m  thesc services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fea. 

Sincerely, 
. .  

ccs: Commissioner Micbael Cows 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kwin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th slreet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE; WC Docket No. 03-1 33 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Mmarities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
famiiies rely upan calling card services for a varitty of a d s .  Many afthcae consumem do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone ' 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housmg, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenienoe and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers litexally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calIing cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they arc an fiordable altcmative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. ' 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "i-staze" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would &me1 d h d y  to large local telephone 
companks while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumm that can 1- afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be. paid to  1 0 4  telephone campanies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
fiom these scrviccs. Please stop any e-rt to raise raics on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelst& 
StnatOr 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE; WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling cad 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit far local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends- These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. Tn economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC WiIl do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid a d s .  The f= would h e l  directly to large l d  telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least a o r d  to 
bear it 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increake the per 
minute charges on prc-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
fiom thcsc services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American cmsumcrs and decide that 
these sewices are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. ‘ 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cbpp 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
SUlatW 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

R E  W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am wxiting to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, scniw citizens, immigrants. college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services far a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local tekphone 
service. For these consumem, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make 8 doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with M y  and fiiends. These cards o f k  convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In tconomk.ally disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cmds are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an af3brdabIe afternative to reguIar and 
wireless wlephone seruices. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least sard to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local teJephone companies will substantially increise the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to mise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner M'cbael Coppa 
Commissioner Kathleen Abenrathy 
Commissioner Kevin Mwm 
Commissioner Jonarhaa Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communicatio@ Commission ' ' 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE:. WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose ncw hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Mindes ,  low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
famities rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many ofthese consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit fix local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay cannected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housmg, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and Sends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being d~scamected if the prices of these cards bcraast. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are m affmdable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC wiIl do if it inflicts new "in-statt" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would h e 1  direotly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially inmase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities g.in 
h m  these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumem and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: CommissionerMichael Copps \ ' 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemmthy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Po.well 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
semi ces . 

Minorities, low-income fsmiIies, senior citizens, immip=antsv college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a vw-ety o f n d s .  Many of these ~onsurncrs do not 
have B credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for Iocal telephone 
SeNiCt. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for &wdable housing, make. a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fiends. These cards offer convenience i d  predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disachntaged areas, consumers l h l l y  
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid d b g  cards are 
indispensable M mummer p u p s  because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fses on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies wbile the burden would fall squarely upon those mnsumers that can least f i r d  to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latirm and other commutrities gab 
from these servicts. Please &op any effort to raise rates on American consumers md &de that 

' these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Micbael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Marthn 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 


